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Choosing forms of worship from poetic tales.

And at length they pronounc'd that the Gods had

order'd such things.

Thus men forgot that All deities reside in the human

breast.

A    MEMORABLE    FANCY

The Prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel dined with me, and
I asked them how they dared so roundly to assert that
God spoke to them; and whether they did not think at
the time that they would be misunderstood, & so be the
cause of imposition.

Isaiah answer7d: "I saw no God3 nor heard any, in a
finite organical perception; but my senses discover'd
the infinite in everything, and as I was then perswaded,
& remain confirmed, that the voice of honest indignation
is the voice of God, I cared not for consequences, but
wrote."

Then I asked: "Does a firm perswasion that a thing is
so, make it so?"

He replied: "All poets believe that it does, & in ages
of imagination this firm perswasion removed mountains;
but many are not capable of a firm perswasion of any
thing."

Then Ezekiel said: "The philosophy of the east taught
the first principles of human perception: some nations
held one principle for the origin, and some another: we
of Israel taught that the Poetic Genius (as you now call
it) was the first principle and all the others merely
derivative, which was the c^Cise of our despising the
Priests & Philosophers of other countries, and prophecy-
ing that all Gods would at last be proved to originate
in ours & to be the tributaries of the Poetic Genius; it
was this that our great poet, King David, desired so